
Serger – Huskylock 910  
Tips & tricks  
Tips and tricks to help get you started quickly with Husqvarna Viking Huskylock 910 serger. If this is your first time using 

this type of machine, you may want to read through the manual first to get an understanding of setup, and proper use. 

However, if you are familiar with Sergers, this document is a condensed version of the manual highlighting some of the 

important things to know before sewing on this machine.  

This link will take you to an online version of the manual. https://www.manualslib.com/products/Husqvarna-Viking-

Huskylock-910-3354850.html  

There is a hard copy of this manual in the textile room. It is in the desk drawer of the table by the outside 

window. (Where the serger is typically sitting) 

Tip 1: Changing thread  

Changing threads: The machine is typically threaded with overlock thread. To change thread color, follow the easy 

threading as explained on pages 8,9, & 10 of the manual. Sergers need to be threaded in a certain order, so if starting 

from scratch please follow the steps in order as outlined in the manual. Additional thread cones can be found on the 

peg board near the serger. There are additional cones of thread in the bookcase near the long arm frame which were 

donated with the quilting frame/machine. Because these were donated, we have no idea how old they are, so use at 

your own risk.  

For a quicker option, tie the new thread onto the existing thread as follows: 

 1. Cut the thread in use near the thread spool (behind the telescopic thread stand). Place the new thread spool 

on the spindle and tie the thread ends together.  

2. Raise the presser foot with the presser foot lift to release the thread tension, so that the knot can easily pass 

through these tension discs.  

3. Pull out the looper thread until the thread knot comes about 10 cm (3” to 4”) behind the presser foot.  

4. When changing the needle thread, cut the thread knot just before it reaches the eye of the needle to avoid 

bending the needle. You will need to thread each needle manually. Tweezers help with this process. You can find 

a pair in the tool box by the serger, or on the peg board in one of the plastic boxes.  

Tip 2: Speed control 

Controlling speed is done with the presser foot. The harder you press the faster it goes. However, this machine has one 

added benefit for new sewers, a speed control option located on the right side of the machine giving it 2 settings. This is 

helpful for new sewers.  

• Lower speed setting: 0-1000 (max. speed 1000 stitches/min)  

• Higher speed setting: 0-1300 (max. speed 1300 stitches/min) 

Tip 3: Thread tension  

Starting from the far left to right here are what each tension disk controls: 

➀ Left needle thread ➁ Right needle thread ➂ Upper looper thread ④ Lower looper thread. 

• This serger has 4 tension disks. Which control the needle 1, needle 2, upper looper, and lower looper. Using the 

proper tension for the type of stitch and fabric is key and unique for each project.  

• Using the digital display, you can select the fabric of choice (press the button that looks like a piece of paper 

which represents fabric) and follow the on screen suggested settings. Continually pressing this button will scroll 



through all the various preset fabric options and their corresponding tension settings under the “Auto Mode”. 

See page 16 of the manual.   

• Sew a test sample with a scrap of the same fabric as your project then adjust the tension settings as needed. 

Make one adjustment, test the stitches and continue until you reach your desired stitch. Adjustments should be 

subtle and small. The goal is to have the stitches lay flat on the edge of the fabric. No pulling or loops. See pages 

12-13 of the manual for additional understanding of tension settings.  See example below.  

 

Tip 4: Needles 

It is recommended that you change needles often due to the number of times it passes through the material. 

(manufactures say a new needle with each project). As a long-time sewing teacher, I can honestly say I do not always 

follow that rule. However, what I say is if you are experiences poor stitch quality or broken stitches even after adjusting 

the settings it may be time to change the needle. We keep a small selection of needles on hand in the textile room. Look 

in the wooden needle box located on the counter. This machine uses Elx705 needles. These are industrial strength 

needles designed to handle the high-speed stitching this machine does. Standard sewing needles will break, therefore 

are not recommended. Remember to use ball point needles for knits and sharp needles for woven fabrics. Universal 

needles will work with both fabrics. However highly stretchy fabrics will require a ball point needle. The same rules apply 

to Sergers as it does with regular sewing machines. Using the right needle makes for better stitches. 

Tip 5: Stitch length, stitch width and differential feed 

Stitch width and cutting width settings: 

Adjusting the stitch width / cutting width - The distance between the needle and the outer edge of the fabric is called 

stitch width or your cutting width if you are also trimming off excess seam allowance.  

• The cutting width can be set between 5-7 mm depending on the type of fabric.  

• Normal stitch width/cutting width is 5.5 mm, which corresponds to “N” on the dial.  

Turn dial a to set the cutting width.  

1. If thread loops are formed off the edge of the fabric, turn the dial to a higher number to cut less fabric away.  

2. If the fabric puckers within the overlock seam, turn the dial to a lower number to cut more fabric away. When 

you experience loops off the edge of the fabric, slide the stitch finger toward you to fine tune width adjustment. 

To adjust, move the stitch finger lever toward you from “N” position to the mark —. There are two fine tune 

settings. After adjusting, test your stitch. 

Stitch length 

The “stitch length” dial is on the right side of the machine. (the middle dial) - Normal stitch length is 2.5 mm, which 

corresponds to “N” on the stitch length dial. You may change the stitch length between 0.8 (rolled edge) and 5 mm. 

Differential Feed  



Differential feed helps you to sew perfect seams on all kinds of fabrics from light woven to heavy knits. The Huskylock 

has two feed teeth. The front feed teeth (differential feed) can be adjusted to feed more or less in proportion to the 

rear.  

The ratio can be set between 0.5-2.5. For light weight fabrics set closer to 0.5. For stretch knits set closer to 2.5.  

The differential feed also helps to gather woven fabrics. For maximum gathers set to 2.5 and increase stitch length. “N” 
indicates the normal position. First sew a few test stitches on a piece of fabric you are going to use, referring to the chart 

below. 

 


